Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.184; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.2.
The title compound, C 13 H 10 O 3 , has potential oxygen donor and acceptor sites. Intermolecular hydrogen bonding between neighboring carboxylate groups leads to the formation of hydrogen-bonded dimers [graph-set motif R 2 2 (8)]. A second hydrogen-bonding interaction between the hydroxy groups generates a chain and extends the structure into a lamellar layer. One of the benzene rings is disordered over two positions with an occupancy ratio of 0.57 (2):0.43 (2).
Related literature
For related literature, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) ; Datta & Pati (2006) ; Zwier et al. (1996) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Hydrogen-bonding interactions between ligands are specific and directional. When present in metal complexes they usually do not rely on the properties of the metal ions, but they play an important role in the overall structures and functions of the complexes and the way in which they pack in the solid state (Zwier et al., 1996; Datta & Pati, 2006) . In this context we report here the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . The C-O and C-C bond distances show no remarkable features. The title molecular structure acts as both a hydrogen bonding donor and acceptor, forming dimers with neighboring molecules through O-H···O hydrogen bonding with a R 2 2 (8) graph set motif (Bernstein et al., 1995) . A second hydrogen bonding interaction by the hydroxyl groups forms a chain and extends the structure into a lamellar layer (Table 1 
Refinement
In the initial refinement with disorder not taken into account one of phenyl rings showed significantly elongated thermal ellipsoids indicating disorder, the dihedral angle between two phenyl rings is 5.66 (2) /%A, and the adjacent distances of C-H···C-H interactions in the biphenylene are 2.044 (1) and 2.077 (1) /%A, respectively, thus leading to a static repulsion between two phenyl rings,and the phenyl ring was thus refined as being disordered over two positions. The occupancy ratio refined to 0.57 (2) to 0.43 (2). The adps of the disordered atoms were restrained to be close to isotropic and those of equivalent atoms were set to be identical. Carbon-bound, hydroxyl and carboxylate group H atoms were placed at calculated positions and were treated as riding on their parent C or O atoms with C-H = 0.93 Å, with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C); O-H = 0.82 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (O). Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
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